
FIVE-YEAR
MASTER PLAN

2024-2029



Introduction

Parks play a vital role in everyone’s life. From providing areas for health, wellness
and physical activities to programming that enriches one’s mind and spirit, parks are
a tremendous asset to a community’s quality of life and place. Parks are public
spaces that promote interaction, play and community. Parks are programming
designed to educate and enrich the public. As part of the process of continuing to
update and improve park facilities and programming, the State of Indiana requires
parks departments across the state to develop a five-year master plan to envision
what their park system might look like in the future.

The Town of Clarksville’s Parks and Recreation Five-Year Master Plan is the
framework for the department to meet the needs and expectations of the public in
relationship to it parks facilities and recreational services. This plan is to identify and
prioritize the communities’ needs and incorporate those needs into an
implementation framework. This plan examines demographics, land use, history,
current conditions of parks facilities, and public input to create a usable tool for the
parks board to implement these goals and objectives.
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CLARKSVILLE PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: Six (6)
overarching goals and objectives have been identified as the focus for the services the
Parks and Recreation Department provides:

• To improve existing and create additional recreation and conservation areas 
in the Park District.

• To coordinate the efforts of all public agencies while providing citizens and 
visitors with recreational programs.

• To work with neighborhoods of the community to develop facilities and 
programs to meet the individual neighborhoods' needs.

• To establish priorities in the purchase and development of recreation areas.
• To strive for full utilization of existing facilities as well as designing new 

facilities so that they might be utilized fully.
• To utilize available federal, state and private financing for park and 

recreational areas. 

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY: The primary service of the Clarksville Parks and
Recreation Department is to provide opportunities for enriching the lives and meeting
the recreational needs of Clarksville citizens. The express purpose of the Clarksville
Parks and Recreation Department is to maintain and develop facilities and programs to
provide a well-rounded, wholesome program of leisure time activities for the people
residing in the community. The Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department will
continually strive to make available to the people public property that has
recreational value. The Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department also recognizes
and strives to implement the joint use of public property for the multipurpose and
financial advantages it has for residents of the community.

MASTER PLAN METHODOLOGY: Planning for parks and recreation is a vital undertaking to
promote and advance the quality of life for a community. Additionally, parks enhance
economic development and community development activities creating a strong and
vibrant community. Using a rational planning methodology, the Town of Clarksville Parks
and Recreation Five-Year Plan developed into the following categories:

• Examination of the current economic and social conditions of the community.
• Review of the physical condition of the community
• Review of the man-made condition of the community and examining its effect

on park development and programming
• Defining the current level of service for the existing parks facilities. Analyzing

community recreational programming, facilities needs and financial condition in
order to determine the strengths, weaknesses opportunities and threats with
the current park system.

• Gathering public input through a variety of formats to ensure all stakeholders
and community group’s inputs are engaged and represented.

• Development of a priorities action plan with implementation goals for the next
five- year period for the community parks’ system.

The Town of Clarksville’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan was prepared in conformance
with the regulations of the Planning Guidelines for Parks and Recreation published by the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Division of Outdoor Recreation. Approval
of the plan by IDNR will make the community eligible for available state and federal
funding opportunities.
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PARKS BOARD ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE: The Parks Board was initially
established in 1969 when the Clarksville Town Council determined providing high
quality parks and recreation activities was a public good for Clarksville. The Board was
re-established in 1987 in accordance with the requirements of Indiana Code 36-10-3.
The Town administers park and recreation facilities and programs through a five-
member board, four of which are appointed by the Town Council with no more than
two from the same political party and serve for a period of four years. The final
member is selected by the School Corporation.

The Parks Board meets monthly and is responsible for the operation of the Clarksville
Parks and Recreation Department.

MEETING SCHEDULE: The Board holds public meetings on the second Wednesday of
each month at 4 P.M. in the Executive Conference Room at Clarksville Town Hall.

DEFINITION OF PLANNING AREA: The planning area for the Clarksville Parks and
Recreation Department is a tax district, which is geographically larger than the
corporate Town. This service and jurisdictional area of the Park Board includes a
buffer area of semi-rural land that extends beyond the Town limits. The
department oversees over 400 acres of park and recreational facilities in the
district. The Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department remains committed to
making the Town’s facilities and services available to anyone, regardless of
resident status, ability to pay, or physical/mental ability.

MAP 1:  Clarksville Parks and Recreational System Map 
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TOWN OF CLARKSVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT STAFF: 
Seventeen (17) full-time staff members operate the Parks and Recreation 
Department. The department has 93 Part-time and Seasonal Employees in the 
various seasonal events and programs.
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Plum Run Creek is a perennial stream that bisects the northern part of Clarksville, 
which feeds into Silver Creek. Mill Creek begins in Jeffersonville, Indiana, Clarksville’s 
neighbor to the east. This creek flows in a westerly direction where it terminates into 
the Ohio River. Silver Creek is the largest of the three and flows in a mostly southern 
direction. It forms portions of the Town’s western boundary and serves as a border 
between Clark and Floyd counties.

FLOODPLAINS AND FLOODWAYS: All creeks and streams have floodplains and 
floodways that affect the ability to build and develop permanent residential structures. 
Occasionally, flooding of these streams and the Ohio River inundates parts of Town. 
Clarksville experiences many types of flooding including backwater flooding due to 
receiving streams not having the capacity to carry-off the water, rapid onset floods 
when heavy rains overwhelm the natural drainage system and flooding from rising 
water. As urbanization has continued, streets, sidewalks, and roofs create impervious 
areas. The only parks affected by flooding are the parks adjacent to Ohio River, 
Ashland and Bicentennial Parks.

Clarksville is managing storm water quantity and quality though the continued 
implementation of storm water ordinances that require a “zero increase in run-off” 
between pre-and post-development. The zoning ordinance of 2011 draft by the 
Planning Department is still in place and includes low-impact best management 
practices. Clarksville implemented a 2021 storm water project to alleviate flooding at 
Colgate Park. The system does not have a mosquito problem.

FOREST RESOURCES: Clarksville’s incorporated area consists of ten-point-two (10.2) 
square miles  square miles. While most of Clarksville’s land has been cleared and 
developed, some wooded areas do remain. Approximately 170 acres of Lapping Park 
remain heavily wooded, with the forested area extending beyond the Town boundary. 
The Town also has the Francisco Natural Area, which is over twenty-five (25) acres of 
wooded land restricted by deed that can be used only for passive public outdoor 
recreation activities and as a nature preserve. 

COMMUNITY FEATURES, NATURAL FEATURES & LANDSCAPE: Clarksville’s proximity to the
Ohio River and the unique feature of the Falls of the Ohio has helped to solidify its place in
history. The natural beauty of the river and the falls provides the perfect bridge for this
vibrant community, which has a strong connection to the past and a new vision of its
future. The Falls of the Ohio is Clarksville’s most striking natural feature.

Located directly on the Ohio River, the Falls has the largest exposed Devonian fossil bed in
the world. The limestone contains the fossilized remains of a coral reef formed millions of
years ago when this portion of the United States was a sea floor. The park features the
largest exposed Devonian fossil bed in the world and is part of a 1,404-acre National
Wildlife Conservation Area. Naturalists have studied the Falls of the Ohio since the 19th
century, and today numerous schools visit the Falls on field trips. In 1994 a 16,000-square
foot Interpretive Center was opened, which includes exhibit space, a wildlife observation
room, a river viewing room, a theater, classroom space, and a gift shop.

WATER RESOURCES: Clarksville is also defined by its various water features, most
importantly the Ohio River, which creates the Town’s southern border. As one of the
largest tributaries to the Mississippi River, it has played a vital role in Clarksville’s
establishment and continued development. The majority of the riverbank in the Town is
zoned Open Space due to its proximity to the Ohio River and its Floodway. This part of the
town and its riverfront is situated outside the flood control system of levees and
floodwalls.

The Town has capitalized on this situation by developing parks and trails along the
riverfront. These include Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Park and Ashland Park, as well as the
Levee and Ohio River Greenway Trails. River Heritage Conservancy, a not-for-profit
organization, is developing a new 400-acre linear park. This 400-acre linear park spans the
communities of Clarksville and New Albany. It has recently developed a blue line trail that
traverses Silver Creek in Clarksville. In addition to Silver Creek, Mill Creek and Plum Run
Creek are smaller waterways that flow through the town’s jurisdiction.
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MANMADE, HISTORICAL, & CULTURAL RESOURCES MANMADE RESOURCES: The
Levee Trail and the Ohio River Greenway link Ashland Park with the Falls of the Ohio
State Park and Interpretive Center. Further down river is the State-owned and
operated George Rogers Clark Park site, located on a bluff with a view of the Ohio
River and Louisville skyline. The cabin burned down due to arson and DNR has created
a new interpretative plan for the
remaining parcel.

The CSX railroad system is another man-
made resource that was converted to a
trail to strengthen pedestrian access and
connections to other parts of town.
Known as the Discovery Trail, it runs
parallel to the commercial area along
Lewis and Clark Parkway. The route
provides a pedestrian and bike route
connecting many existing parks and
community facilities, as well as links
with the Heritage Trail and the Lewis
& Clark Trail.

TRANSPORTATION: Clarksville is
currently a mostly car-accessible town.
It has some access to Louisville’s TARC
bus system. It also has a growing
network of pedestrian recreation trails.

The Town has recently completed a major thoroughfare plan that includes increasing
mobility and accessibility via improved sidewalk and trail connections.

A handful of undeveloped, wooded parcels remain in the area along Interstate 65. While
these parcels total approximately 280 acres of forested land, the Town owns none of the
parcels. The Town has an arborist on contract and has conducted a tree survey. It is
attached in the Appendix. Several parks have been designed for future tree plantings like
Cedar, Beechwood, and Gaskell. The parks department has received several grants for tree
plantings over the past several years. Ray Lawrence, Colgate, the Gaskell and Little 
League Parks have benefited from the tree plantings.

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY/SOILS: The topography of Clarksville is flat with only a few
feet of elevation difference from the Ohio River on the south, to the upper portion of town
across Silver Creek to the north. However, several smaller creeks and streams affect the
topography. The base elevation for the town is 456 feet above sea level.

Clarksville soil composition consists of a thick sequence of Devonian and Mississippian
shale known as the New Albany Shale. Parts of the New Albany Shale are brown to black
shale that are rich in organic materials. The New Albany Shale is a formation that is from
100 to 340 feet thick, which notably resulted in the fossil beds at the Falls on the Ohio
River.

Soils in the northern part of Clarksville are a wide mixture of types. No soil accounts for
more than 17 percent of the geographic area north of Silver Creek. Along Plum Run Creek,
there are Haymond soils that frequently flood. Other soils along Plum Run Creek are
Wakeland soils that occasionally flood. At the confluence of Plum Run Creek with Silver
Creek, there are Markland soils with slopes of 18-50 percent. Further upstream along Plum
Run Creek, slopes vary from 6 percent to 25 percent.

The Parks Department has taken advantage of these unbuildable soils outside the flood
protection system along the Ohio River. With few exceptions, either the Town, Department
of Natural Resources, the Corps of Engineers, or the Jeffersonville-Clarksville Flood Control
District publicly owns the riverfront. The Town has a very collaborative relationship with
the Army Corp of Engineers.

Discovery Trail Access point at Beechwood Park 
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CLARKSVILLE CONNECT: Completed in 2023, the Town’s Major Thoroughfare Plan
indicates improving multi-modal connectivity and safety as top priorities. The plan
recommended several pedestrian projects including three trail extensions or
development projects. These plans included a new multi-modal connection between
9th Street in Jeffersonville along Montgomery Avenue. This connection would connect
the Jeffersonville and Clarksville Art Districts.

An extension of the Heritage Trail through the former Colgate property, which would
be designed to connect Colgate Park to the riverfront, was identified in the plan. A
new multi-use trail in North Clarksville was identified in the plan that would connect
the underserved area of North Clarksville to Lapping Park. Additionally, a new
connector trail to Lapping Park was identified to improve connectivity from the park to
the Lewis and Clark Parkway commercial corridor.

Improvements have been made to add sidewalks along important business corridors
such as Veterans Parkway, Lewis & Clark Parkway, and Eastern Boulevard. However,
pedestrian access to parks is currently still typically limited to pedestrians traveling
from an equipped neighborhood or subdivision to a smaller adjacent neighborhood
park. The pedestrian and bicycle trail routes have also expanded since the last plan
update and is an important pedestrian and bicycle transportation route. The existing
Heritage and Levee trails already connect to the Ohio River Greenway, which links
paths between Jeffersonville, Clarksville, and New Albany, Indiana.

The Ohio River Greenway connects downtown Louisville with the opening of the
Jeffersonville entrance to the Big Four pedestrian bridge. This allows Clarksville
residents to walk or bike across the river easily and safely. The Lewis and Clark Trail
segment of the Ohio River Greenway is a 1.33-mile segment of the Ohio River
Greenway that will connect Clarksville to New Albany.

In the middle of the last century, highways were being built across the country due to the
federal government’s push to increase the highway system in response to the booming
automobile industry. Interstates 65, 265 and 64 were constructed in Southern Indiana.
Interstate 65 makes good use of Clarksville’s elongated, narrow shape, running along and
partially through the Town border to the east, and providing five interchanges with
Clarksville streets. Interstate 265 intersects Interstate 65 and connects to Interstate 64,
giving quick connections to New Albany, Jeffersonville, the River Ridge Commerce Center,
and Louisville. Interstate 65 also offers direct linkage to Indianapolis to the north and
Nashville to the south.

These highways not only permit residents to travel quickly throughout the Town to its park
system and other local destinations, but also to nearby recreational facilities outside of
Clarksville’s boundaries. This transportation network leads to convenient access to
Clarksville and its park system for the entire metropolitan area and has contributed to the
Town’s position as a regional shopping area.

TRANSIT ACCESS: Transit Authority of River City (TARC) operates one bus route that stops
or runs through Clarksville: Route 72 (Clarksville). Route 72’s first stop in Clarksville off
Interstate 65 is on Eastern Boulevard, near the corner of Eastern Boulevard and Brooks
Avenue. The route continues northwest to Little League Boulevard, with several stops near
Gateway Park and Little League Park. The route continues into heavily commercial areas
near Lewis & Clark Parkway, Greentree Boulevard, and Veterans Parkway.

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS: Pedestrian travel has continued to increase over the last decade.
This is due to the broadened installation of sidewalks within Clarksville. There has been a
concentration along commercial corridors, and continuing additions and connections to
Town and other local pedestrian trails. Pedestrian infrastructure such as sidewalks are
relatively contained within subdivisions or neighborhoods.
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It has a significant pre-history that has been revealed through the discovery of
multiple archeological sites in proximity to the banks of the Ohio River. The confluence
of the river and the falls, the exposed bedrock and nearby lakes, streams, and dense
forest provided abundant food resources like acorns and nuts, fish, shellfish,
waterfowl, small mammals, and even buffalo that traveled through for the salt licks in
Bullitt and Jefferson Counties in Kentucky.

It was a perfect location for prehistoric settlement, and the first to arrive were Paleo-
Indians between 15,000 and 8,000 B.C.E. Later mobile groups took advantage of the
location through the Archaic period and beyond including the Indian Knoll people who
are thought to have been of the Siouan tribe.
With the land being disturbed for the floodwall construction in the 1930s, riverbank
erosion over time, a riverbank collapse in 2003, and other intentional archeological
reconnaissance for projects such as the Ohio River Greenway, three prehistoric sites
have been identified along the Ohio near Silver Creek. Excavations have found a Late
Archaic shell mound, baked clay objects, stone boxes, copper covered trinkets, graves,
and other fossils. These cultural resources present a unique opportunity for
interpretation and education of pre-history along the Ohio River.

MODERN HISTORY: After the end of the Revolutionary War, General George Rogers
Clark, a Revolutionary War hero and explorer, lived in the Town for several years, and
is Clarksville’s namesake. He established a base near the Falls to train a regiment
which then helped to secure the Northwest Territory through attacks on British forts
to the north and west of the Falls. In 1783, Clark secured the initial 1,000 acres that
eventually became known as Clarksville, and settlement of the area began.
By 1790, the population was around sixty (60) people. General Clark’s brother, William
Clark, was also an explorer that called Clarksville home for a period. William was
appointed to the Town Board as a trustee.

The Town continues to augment the sidewalk network in Clarksville, with a focus along
major corridors and their connections with neighborhoods. This is not only for resident
convenience, but to comply with statewide ADA requirements in ensuring access to all
residents, regardless of ability.

Future plans hope to extend the trail system up to the north portion of Town, eventually
joining other Southern Indiana trail systems. This extension to the north will create a linear
park to service those residents that are currently underserved and provide pedestrian
access for them to other Clarksville parks, trails, and facilities.

INDUSTRY: The largest industry in Clarksville is retail trade. This category includes a wide
range of subcategories such as clothing stores, food and beverage stores, electronics, and
gas stations. Retail trade makes up 25 percent of all businesses in Clarksville and employs
more than 4,000 people. Accommodation and food trade also make up a significant
percentage of industry in the Town, employing almost 2,500 people and making up ten
(10) percent of businesses. Clark County as a whole has similar industry demographics.
Both retail trade and accommodation and food make up a large percentage of their
economy.

HISTORICAL
CLARKSVILLE
PRE-HISTORY:
The area where
Clarksville is now
located has been
a gathering spot
for people well
before modern
historical record.

Lewis and Clark Expedition reenactors at Fort Pierce, South Dakota
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Julius Obermiller organized it in 1947, with financing help from the Clarksville Optimist
Club. The Theatre produces an average of six (6) shows a year. In 2017, the Town of
Clarksville hosted its inaugural concert to celebrate Independence Day, which is to
become an annual event. The concert is free and open to the public and features a
local community choir singing a mix of hymns and traditional patriotic songs.

REGIONAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES: Clarksville has immediate access to numerous
regional recreational facilities and providers. Below is a brief description of each of
these regional recreational facilities that provide additional opportunities for the
residents of Clarksville.

FALLS OF THE OHIO STATE PARK AND INTERPRETIVE CENTER: Located on the banks of
the Ohio River in Clarksville, Indiana just west of Interstate 65, is the Falls of the Ohio
State Park. The 390-million-year-old fossil beds are among the largest, naturally
exposed, Devonian fossil beds in the world. The park features a spectacular
Interpretive Center overlooking the fossil beds containing an exhibit gallery and video
presentation. In addition, the State made major improvements at the George Rogers
Clark Home Site Park.

CLARK STATE FOREST: Just north of Clarksville in northern Clark County, the Clark State
Forest has 24,000 acres of land, and is Indiana’s oldest state forest, having been
established in 1903 with an original acquisition of 2,000 acres.

Having been an experimental forest for several years, visitors can still observe over
150 species of trees planted between 1905 and 1935, when the forest acted as a
development site as forestry was honed into a science and profession. The forest
provides opportunities for hiking along two one-mile trails, and the 59-mile Knobstone
Trail, and there are five miles of biking trails. Two primitive camping grounds (Class C)
have sixty-four (64) sites, twenty-six (26) of which allow people camping with horses.
The forest also allows picnicking, fishing, hunting, and shooting at the designated
shooting range.

In October 1803, William Clark joined Meriwether Lewis at the Falls of the Ohio, where
they spent almost two weeks recruiting men to join the Corps of Discovery. The group of
12 men set off to explore the Louisiana Territory on October 26, 1803, and returned to the
same location three years later.

Due to factors like flooding and the trustees not being required to live in the town to
administer oversight and maintenance, the town failed to flourish initially. Ferries began
crossing the Ohio to the west of Louisville, bypassing Clarksville. From 1805 to 1841,
Clarksville served as the dueling ground for Kentucky residents, where dueling was illegal.
However, the town was never abandoned. In 1845, the state prison moved from
Jeffersonville to Clarksville, and a women’s prison was built in 1873. Both of which helped
to spark increased settlement.

After a fire in 1918, the property was sold to the Colgate Company in 1921, and production
began in 1924 and continued until 2009. This industry helped Clarksville to grow, along
with the opening of The Ohio Falls Car and Locomotive Company and an eventual bridge to
Louisville in 1870. In the 1920s, the town became a center for gambling and nightlife, but
the disastrous flood of 1937 greatly hampered development. A flood wall was built shortly
after the flood.

In 1940, the population had reached 2,400. By 2000, that number had climbed to 22,000
residents. The development of subdivisions and annexed land allowed the town to flourish,
and today it is a major retail hub for Southern Indiana.

CULTURAL CLARKSVILLE: Derby Dinner Playhouse is one of the oldest and largest
professional dinner theaters in continual operation in the country. The 122-table theatre
offers musical and comedy productions with full lights, costumes, and a live orchestra.
While patrons watch the performance, they also can enjoy the dinner buffet. Clarksville
Little Theatre belongs to The American Association of Community Theaters and is one of
America’s oldest community theatres that has been in continuous operation.
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OHIO RIVER GREENWAY: The Ohio River Greenway is a collaborative effort between
New Albany, Clarksville, and Jeffersonville as well as Floyd County and Clark County to
connect and develop the river front property of these communities along the Ohio
River across from Louisville. The Greenway is 7.5 miles long connecting the three
communities.

The Jeffersonville end of the trail connects to the Big Four Pedestrian Bridge, which
extends into Kentucky connecting to the trail networks in Louisville, including the
Louisville Riverwalk. Other trails that connect to the Ohio River Greenway are
Clarksville’s Heritage Trail, Levee Trail, Discovery Trail, and the Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail. The development of the South Monon trail is also underway. This trail
will utilize an abandoned rail corridor between Bedford and New Albany. The trail will
be approximately sixty (60) miles in length upon its completion. At its completion, the
trail will connect with the Ohio River Greenway in New Albany.

ORIGIN PARK: Origin Park is an evolving
new urban riverfront park of 430 acres on
the north shore of the Ohio River, in
Clarksville, Indiana. This park celebrates
and embraces the unpredictable Ohio
River and the floods that come from it.
Origin Park is already open in limited
designated areas to the public. Over the
coming years, the park will undergo

brownfield remediation that will replace degraded industrial landscapes with healthy
and biodiverse forest, meadows, and wetlands that can be enjoyed via trails,
boardwalks, and bridges. Clarksville and the River Heritage Conservancy are partners
in the development of the area. Clarksville has a seat on the conservancy’s board and
is in frequent communications on the efforts being undertaken by the organization.

FALLS OF THE OHIO NATIONAL WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREA (WCA): The WCA is a
regional park and recreation facility, which is accessed from Clarksville. The WCA is a
national, bi-state area on the Ohio River physically located in Louisville, Kentucky but
accessed from Clarksville. The WCA is administered by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and
was awarded federal status in 1981.
The WCA is known as the Falls of the Ohio, because it was the only navigational barrier on
the Ohio River. The falls were a series of rapids formed by the erosion by the Ohio River,
which exposed the 386-million-year-old Devonian hard limestone rock shelves and fossil 
bed.

DEAM LAKE STATE RECREATION AREA: The State of Indiana owns, operates, and maintains
Deam Lake, which provides multiple outdoor recreation opportunities for the public. Deam
Lake is a multiple purpose facility. The Indiana Flood Control and Water Commission
acquired Land in 1964 to construct a reservoir for flood control and recreation. The lake
has a surface acreage of 192 acres, and there are approximately 5.5 miles of wooded
shoreline, of which more than 40 percent is accessible and useable for recreation
purposes. The lake is open to swimming, fishing, and boating, and there are campgrounds
and cabins for rent. A tree seedling nursery is also open for public sales.

YMCAS: The YMCA of Southern Indiana is located in Jeffersonville, Indiana less than two
miles from the Clarksville town limits. It provides a wide range of programs for all age
groups. Programs focus on health and fitness with aquatics, sports, senior activities, self-
defense, special teen programs, childcare, and development. The Floyd County Family
YMCA opened in nearby New Albany, Indiana in 2008, and is also approximately two miles
from the town limits to the west. Offering similar facilities as the YMCA of Southern
Indiana, it is also accessible to Clarksville residents via the Ohio River Greenway pedestrian
and bike path.

Groundbreaking Croghan Launch on Silver
Creek –Origin Park Website
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RACE: Eighty-seven (87) percent of the population of the Town identifies as being 
Caucasian or White. Six (6) percent identifies as African/American or Black, three (3)
percent as being of two or more races, and one (1) percent Asian. The Town has a
Hispanic population of eleven (11) percent. Within the Hispanic cohort, ten (10)
percent identify as being Mexican with the other portions of the survey identifying as
either Cuban, Puerto Rican or other.

In comparison, the State of Indiana racial breakdown has higher percentage
population of African American or Black nine (9) percent of the total State population.
The State also has slightly higher population segments that identify as being of two or
more races four (4) percent and Asian with two (2) percent of the population.
Clarksville has a higher percent of Hispanic population than the State. The State has
seven (7) percent identified as Hispanic while the Town has eleven (11) percent. The
Town also has double the percent population that identify as Mexican than the State
average. It has similar percentages of residents that identify as Puerto Rican and
Cuban as the State.

FAMILY STATUS: From the analysis of the data, the Town has a significant portion of its
households living alone. Fifty-two (52) percent of the households in Clarksville 
identified as family households with forty-eight (48) percent being non-family 
households. Forty (40) percent of the non-family households or nineteen (19) percent
of the total households in the Town are single-person households in the community. 
In comparison, the State average for single person households is ten (10) percent of
the total State number of households. In addition, the Town has fourteen (14) percent
of its households married with children and eight (8) percent are single-parent
households. The State average for married households is eighteen (18) percent and
nine (9) percent are single parent households. The average household size is two point
four (2.4) which is similar to the State average.

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE: The demographic profile of the Town of Clarksville provides the
parks department with an insight into its community. This profile data was gathered from
Stats Indiana and United States Census Data provided through its USA Towns in Profile
format. The characteristics of the community and identifying changing trends in
demographic information is beneficial to the department as it determines budget and
programming priorities.

The profile is divided into subsections dealing with population growth, population
characteristics such as age, sex, race, family status, commuting, educational attainment
and labor force data sets.

The Town of Clarksville’s vital census data statistics show the following: The population of
the Town had increased slightly from 2010. The decennial census had 22,189 residents of
Clarksville. The total population increase was 465 from 2010. There were 8,951 households
living in Clarksville in 2020. The total number of housing units was 10,077, a two-point-
four (2.4) percent increase over 2010. The median household income was $49,892
and the poverty rate stood at thirteen-point-three (13.3) percent.

AGE AND GENDER: The Town’s median age is forty point three (40.3). This is three (3)
years higher than the State of Indiana’s median age of 37. Analyzing the age by breakdown
finds the Town has nineteen-point-nine (19.9) percent of the population under the age of 
17. This is three (3) percent lower than the State average of twenty-three (23) percent for
this cohort. Seventeen (17) percent of the population is over the age of 65, which is
two (2) percent higher than the State average. The largest population segment is young
adults with twenty-eight (28) percent of the population falling between the ages of 25
to 44. This cohort segment is higher than the State average of twenty-five (25). The
Town has a gender breakdown per Census of fifty-two (52) percent female and forty-
eight (48) percent male.
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LABOR FORCE: 11,293 residents make up the Town’s labor force. The five highest 
subcategories for the occupations for the residents are: 

• Management, professional related occupations 30 percent
• Sales related occupations 20 percent
• Production and logistics related occupations 19 percent
• Service-related occupations 16 percent 
• Construction related occupations   8 percent

CONCLUSION: The socio-economic data provides several interesting trends to monitor
for the department. The department has designed programming to address the issue
of accessibility as it is tied to financial conditions in the community. Free
programming like the weekly senior games is a standard as is offering free or low cost
admission to special events. The main takeaways from the demographic data indicate
the following trends of the community.

• The Town’s population is older than the State median age average by three years.
• The Town’s population has a smaller young adult under the age of population

than the State.
• The Town has a large cohort of young adults and single member households.
• The Town has a larger Hispanic cohort than the State or surrounding

communities.
• The Town has a lower percentage of the population with an educational

attainment below the high school level than the State.

HOUSING: There are 10,077 housing units in the Town. Of these housing units, fifty-four 
(54) percent are owner-occupied and thirty-five (35) percent are renter occupied. The
remainder are defined as either vacant or seasonal housing. Sixty (60) percent of the
housing stock is considered single-family residences. Ten (10) percent as multi-unit
development with a maximum of nine (9) dwelling units. Fourteen (14) percent of
developments have more than ten (10) units in the development. These percentages are
nearly double the State’s seven (7) percent housing stock having more than ten (10) units.
The median owner-occupied house is valued at $135,700 in the 2020 census and the
median rent was $868 per month.

COMMUTING: The average time to get to work for a resident of the Town of Clarksville is
eighteen (18) minutes, slightly under the state average of twenty-two-point-eight (22.8) 
minutes. Eighty-one (81) percent of the population drives alone in Clarksville. Ten (10) 
percent of the population carpool, which is higher than the State average of nine (9)
percent. Clarksville has similar averages with the state on usage of public
transportation zero-point-three Clarksville (0.3) and zero-point-eight State (0.8) percent 
respectively and working at home Clarksville seven (7) percent and State seven (7) percent.

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT: The Town has a higher percentage of the population having
less than a high school diploma than the State. Fourteen (14) percent of the population has
less than a high school diploma versus the State average ten (10) percent. However, the
Town has higher rates in educational attainment for residents obtaining a high school
diploma, some college, and/or an associate degree sixty-six (66) percent of the population 
in comparison to the State’s sixty-one (61) percent. Over nineteen (19) percent of the 
Town’s population hold either a Bachelor’s or Professional Degree. The State’s percentage
in this category is twenty-eight (28) percent.
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SYSTEM WIDE IMPROVEMENTS
Restrooms: Periodic inspection to ensure restrooms are in compliance.

Parking: Provide designated spaces as required and review annually maintenance for
striping.

Signage: Improve accessibility signage throughout the system as needed. Repair any
displaced or vandalized signage as needed.

Pathways: Improve accessible pathways from parking lots to recreational facilities,
shelter houses and playgrounds as noted.

Transportation: Provide accessible transportation to off-site locations.

Provide TDD access to meetings.

Communicate to agencies that service handicapped that programs are available.

Assist in any way possible to allow handicapped to participate, such as helping visually
impaired fill out forms.

Adapt programs as much as possible to allow participation by handicapped individuals.
Provide large print information.

STATEMENT OF ACCESSIBILITY: The Town of Clarksville is committed to promoting the
quality of opportunity for all citizens. The Town continues to modify its facilities, programs,
policies, or practices, as necessary, to ensure access is provided. The Town does not
discriminate based on race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual
orientation, age, religion, creed, or disability in admission to, access to, or operations of its
programs, services, or activities.

Clarksville continues to expand its sidewalk infrastructure to meet state and federal ADA
requirements, and provide better access to all residents, regardless of ability. A self-
assessment of the parks was completed to assess the facilities and their compliance with
ADA standards. A full analysis of current conditions and goals for each park can be found in
the Appendix.

In an effort to efficiently address all complaints or concerns, the Town of Clarksville
appointed Amy Schoenbachler as ADA coordinator. She can be contacted at the following
address: Amy Schoenbachler, Human Resources Director Town of Clarksville 2000
Broadway Street Clarksville, IN 47129 email: amys@townofclarksville.com and phone:
(812)280-5550. This was done in order to maintain lines of effective communication
between all parties.

CURRENT ACCESSIBILITY: The Department of Parks and Recreation has adopted the ADA
Self-Assessment document as part of its action plan. General information regarding
accessibility to parks is located on the park’s website and through its social media.
Through this action plan, an implementation schedule and funding sources will be
identified to correct the ADA compliance issues detailed in the self-assessment.
Notifications of meetings are posted in compliance with the Town’s ADA policy which can
be found at the following: https://www.townofclarksville.com/departments/accessibility-
and-non-discrimination/
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The Town of Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department
employed several participation methods to ensure public input in the planning process.
The department conducted a series of public meetings, an on-line survey and a youth focus
group to help elicit public comment on this plan. In the appendix, there are examples of
the public outreach tools, media releases and media stories that were part of the outreach
efforts. The draft plan will be made available both on-line and at public meetings prior to
the public hearing for its final adoption.

SURVEY: An online survey conducted through Survey Monkey was used to collect public
input ranging from satisfaction levels with facilities and programming, to areas of
improvement and facilities/programs they would like to see in the future. Each park had
signage with a QR code for park users to utilize the survey. The survey link was on the
parks website and placed on monthly sewer bills as well. Over two hundred (200)
responses were collected in a two-month period. The full data collection is included as an
appendix item. An analysis of the results and key survey conclusions are included in this
part of the report. The survey was started July 23 and concluded October 15.

SURVEY FINDINGS: The online survey received two-hundred-seventy-four (274) responses. 
On the question of the importance of community parks and open space, ninety-five 
(95) percent stated that it was either extremely or very important. The question
regarding satisfaction with the system’s parks, facilities, and trails, eighty-nine (89)
percent were either very or somewhat satisfied. Six (6) percent of the
respondents were either somewhat or very dissatisfied. Fifty (50) percent of the
respondents stated they frequently used the parks, trails and facilities. Forty-one (41)
percent stated they occasionally used the parks, trails and facilities.

When asked what parks, facilities or trails they had used in the last year, the respondents’
top choices were Lapping Park, the Aquatic Center, and Lapping Park Hiking Trails. The
table below details the responses regarding each park, facility, and trail.

Name of Park Percent Respondents Visited

Ashland 53.2

Beechwood 18.1

Cedar 5.2

Colgate 47.9

Gaskell 13.2

Gateway 64.9

Lapping 85.6

Lewis and Clark 41.1

Moore 4.9

Ray Lawrence 41.9

Each of the parks listed identifies the respondents visits to the site. The
highest being the largest park in the system Lapping Park. The next highest
being the system’s new park, Gateway Park. The lower visited parks were
expected since these parks (Gaskell, Cedar, Beechwood and Moore) are
smaller neighborhood parks.

TRAILS: Clarksville has an expansive trail system for a community its size. In
addition to a series of connected trail systems, it also has a series of
internal hiking trails located in Lapping Park. The below table outlines the
usage of these trails by the survey respondents.

TABLE 1 – SURVEY RESPONDENTS VISITING SPECIFIC CLARKSVILLE PARKS IN 2022-2023
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In the area of programming, eighty-four (84) percent of the respondents were very or 
somewhat satisfied with the programming conducted by the department. Fourteen
(14) percent were dissatisfied with the programming efforts. However, when asked
how frequently they participated in classes, trips, and/or special events offered, sixty
two (62) percent of the responses were marked as rarely or never. While it was not
part of the initial survey, a more detailed outreach regarding programming and how
residents are obtaining information about events, trips and programs may be
warranted to understand better the percentages that are not satisfied with the
programs or not attending events.

When asked what recreational activities the respondent or their households had
participated in, the top two activities were walking and hiking. Special events 
and outdoor play tied for third place. Bicycling and youth activities were the only
other activities reaching more than twenty (20) percent of responses. The lowest
response was field sports at five-point-nine (5.9) percent. Pickleball rated an eight- 
point-nine (8.9) percent response.

When asked what amenities park users would like to see in the parks system, the
highest two responses were restroom and water fountains at fifty-six (56) percent 
followed by trails and walking paths fifty-four (54) percent. A dog park received 
thirty-eight (38) percent of responses. Accessibility furnishings scored next highest in 
terms of furnishings at thirty-six (36) percent. Splash pads had thirty-two (32) percent.

Community Center ranked eleven (11) out of fourteen (14) in responses. A follow-up
question was asked regarding what amenities the respondents would like to see if a
Community Center was developed. The top response was an indoor walking track. A
series of other amenities were bunched together ranging from fitness and exercise
space to children play space to rentable space for events.

Name of Trail Percent Respondents Visited

Discovery Tail 53.8

Heritage Trail 29.4

Lapping Park Hiking Trail 76.0

Levee Trail 25.6

Lewis and Clark Trail 52.9

TABLE 2 – SURVEY RESPONDENTS VISITING SPECIFIC CLARKSVILLE TRAILS IN 2022-2023

FACILITIES: Clarksville houses seven unique facilities in its system. From Wooded View
18-hole golf course to Clarksville Cove Aquatic Center, the Town has a set of special use
park facilities available for its residents. The highest visited site per the respondents
was the Aquatic Center followed by the Endris Lodge and Wooded View Golf Course.
The least visited facility was the softball fields. Table 3 provides survey responses.

Name of Facility Percent Survey Respondents Visited

Community Center 36.1

Cove Aquatic Center 44.7

Softball Facility 16.1

Disc Golf 32.8

Endris Lodge 39.5

Little League Complex 33.3

Wooded View Golf Course 33.8

TABLE 3 – SURVEY RESPONDENTS VISITING SPECIFIC CLARKSVILLE FACILITIES IN 2022-2023
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STAFF MEETINGS: During the course of the development of this plan, two meetings
were held with the senior staff of the parks department. From those discussions, three
main points appeared to arise from the conversations. Staff believed that there was a
definite need for a dog park facility for the community, a need for renovations to the
Colgate Park site to include more amenities and possibly construct a community
center and the addition of some type of facility for the northern part of the
community, which currently has no facilities for residents.

PUBLIC INPUT MEETINGS: Three (3) public in-person input meetings were conducted
during the time frame of August 9 through August 14. An additional public
presentation was given to the Clarksville Park and Recreation Board on August 9 and a
youth focus group was conducted at the Clarksville Aquatic Center on August 11.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM, PUBLIC INPUT SESSION
Place: Clarksville Town Hall, Central Clarksville
Attendance: 5

Highlights: Dog Park, Farmers Market, Update Signage, Shelter House in Colgate Park
Renovated, Trees in Parks, Soccer, North Clarksville Facility, Hayrides and other events
throughout the year, Small Concert Venue, Re-boot of ClarkFEST, Public Relations – 
Best kept secret; ClarkFEST

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM, YOUTH FOCUS GROUP
Place: Clarksville Aquatic Center
Attendance: 8

Highlights: Focus Group of teens – Asked specific questions regarding facilities and
programming. Word cloud responses are attached as items in the Appendix. Group
interested in walking, venues for concerts. If a community center was built, main
interest was a lounge area, games, and pool tables were mentioned most frequently.

Activity Percent Survey Respondents Visited
Adult Programming/Trips 13.1
Bicycling 26.7
Disc Golf 15.3
Educational Classes 11.6
Field Sports 5.9
Fitness Classes 13.8
Golf 16.1
Hiking 47.9
Outdoor Play 37.4
Pickleball 8.9
Running 14.6
Special Events 36.3
Swimming 22.8
Tennis 7.4
Walking 60.3
Youth Activities 19.4
None of the Above 9.6

TABLE 4 – SURVEY RESPONDENTS VISITING SPECIFIC CLARKSVILLE ACTIVITIES
IN 2022-2023

The survey also asked about investment in the parks. The respondents stated by a
wide margin that they would like to see more investment with ninety-one (91) percent 
stating yes and two (2) percent stating no.

The demographic data indicated the following profile of the respondents: The respondents
were majority female, seventy-two (72) percent, between 25-44 years of age forty-four (44) 
percent and are predominately white. Ninety (90) percent of respondents resided in the
central area of Clarksville. It does need to be noted that the lack of response from the
Hispanic population two (2) percent and a sizable response from non-Clarksville residents
twenty-eight (28) percent of respondents are items to weigh in relationship to the findings of 
the survey.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM, PUBLIC INPUT SESSION
Place: Bolt and Tie Development, South Clarksville
Attendance: 11

Highlights: Community Garden, Dog Park, Splash Pads at Colgate and Ashland Parks, Access to
River, Pickleball Lessons, Basketball Leagues, Soccer Fields, Farmers Market, Trails in North
Clarksville, Large Pavilion

MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM,  PUBLIC INPUT SESSION
Place: Clark County REMC, North Clarksville
Attendance: 4

Highlights: Nine-(9) hole beginner Disc Golf course located at Lapping Park in honor of Ed
McGovern, Using maintenance area for overflow parking for Disc Golf additional parking

SUMMARY: From the online survey, focus group activity, staff meetings and public outreach
meetings to date, there are some key takeaways from those activities. Firstly, the
community through the public meetings and survey responses identified that the parks
system is well maintained and operated. There is also a continued interest in
expanding walking and hiking opportunities in the community.

In terms of opportunities for improvement to the current facilities, restroom/water fountains,
playgrounds and accessibility were identified as opportunities for improvement. In addition
to additional opportunities for hiking and walking, a new beginner’s disc golf course,
community gathering space, community gardens, and dog park were identified.
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The National Recreation and Parks Association sets a series of standards and benchmarks
associated with park and recreational services. The following assessment was conducted
using these standards and benchmarks for the Clarksville Parks and Recreation
Department.

COMMUNITY PARKS: NRPA standards states Community Parks should encompass 10 to 75
acres and serve as a supplement to smaller neighborhood parks. Community parks, by
NRPA standards, offer such activities as swimming, lighted ball fields, tennis courts, and are
located on or near a major thoroughfare. Cultural and indoor recreation facilities may also
be located in community parks.

The Town of Clarksville Parks System has three parks that meet the size criteria for parks
that typically serve people throughout the community and are over ten acres in size. The
Town of Clarksville parks that meet Community Park classification are:

• Ashland Park
• Colgate Park
• Francisco Natural Area

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS: These parks by NRPA standards are less than 10 acres in area and
serve a walking population. These parks serve a radius of ½ mile and generally 1,000 to
5,000 populations. These parks serve all age groups with playgrounds, ball fields, shelters,
tables, benches, and picnic areas. The Town of Clarksville Parks that meet Neighborhood
Park classifications are:

• Beechwood Park
• Cedar Park
• Gaskell Park
• Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Park
• Moore Park
• Moser Park
• Ray Lawrence Park

SPECIAL USE/SPECIAL PURPOSE PARKS: The Town of Clarksville Parks has five 
facilities that have been identified as having a special purpose or use: Lapping Park 
Golf Course

• Clarksville Cove Aquatic Center
• Clarksville Community Center
• Clarksville Softball Facility (Lapping Park)
• Clarksville Little League (Gateway Park)

REGIONAL PARK: These parks are larger than 75 acres.  Regional Parks not only 
draw the public from regional communities’ population but also from residents 
from outside the jurisdictions.  Clarksville has one Regional Park.

• Lapping Park

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARKS PERFORMANCE REVIEW METRICS: The
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) provides park and recreation data
to assist parks staff and boards to obtain data driven decisions regarding staffing,
facilities, and programming. The data metric allows community decision-makers to
benchmark their efforts in these areas against like sized communities.

While this data and other insights, recommendations and public opinions should
be weighed as well in the decision-making process, these data-sets allow
communities to gauge their actions and facilities against other communities in the
nation. These sets of metrics should be used as a benchmark to obtain a clearer
idea regarding the funds, programming, facilities, and staffing being utilized in the
nation.

A series of metrics were reviewed for this planning document. While it is not an
exhaustive list, this data with the public input of the facilities and programming
assessment should be a guide for the parks staff and board to make decisions with
the limited resources available to them.
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A series of metrics were reviewed for this planning document. While it is not an
exhaustive list, this data with the public input of the facilities and programming assessment
should be a guide for the parks staff and board to make decisions with the limited
resources available to them. Additionally, it provides a scorecard to measure the successes
and opportunities in regard to parks operations.

TABLE 5 – SURVEY RESPONDENTS VISITING SPECIFIC CLARKSVILLE ACTIVITIES IN 2022-2023

According to the data from the NRPA, the typical agency surveyed in the performance
metric review served a jurisdiction of approximately 45,000. The typical department
managed twenty-two (22) parks and encompassed five hundred seventy-one acres of park 
space. The metric did breakdown the data based on size of community. Of the five
categories based on population, Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department fell within
the 20,000 to 49,000 category or the second tier based on population.

From the data in Chart 1, Clarksville has a slightly higher number of parks per population
than its comparison set of departments within its population range. It falls within the 90
percentile of the next highest population range. Clarksville averages a park per 2,017

residents.

This indicates that Clarksville’s number of parks exceeds the national benchmark 
for number of parks for a community its size. The following map indicates a
second level of service barometer as well.

This map indicates the
location of parks and a
½-mile radius around

each park. From previous
studies, it has indicated
that most residents will
use a park if it is within a
½-mile walking distance
from their residence.

As shown on this map,
the only areas in the
Town showing a deficit or
lack of parks are located
in the North Clarksville
area and a western
section of Blackiston Mill
Road.

NPRA also gauges the
number of acres per
thousand residents. The
median for all reported parks and recreational departments indicates a median of
10.8 acres per thousand residents. The population category (20,000 to 49,999) has
a benchmark median acres eleven point three (11.3) per thousand. Clarksville far
exceeds this number with approximately nineteen and one-half (19.5) acres per
thousand residents.
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In reviewing miles of trails available for residents, the national median was fifteen (15)
miles of trails. The Town currently has eight and half (8.5) miles of trails within its system
which is a half (0.5) miles more than the average for its population category. The
identification of trails in the Clarksville Major Thoroughfare Study should increase this
figure in the future.

TABLE 6: MILES OF TRAILS PER RESIDENT

From the public participation 
surveys and public meetings, a 
selected group of facilities 
based on median population 
was created. Table 7 was 
created to better gauge the 
current facilities in use in the 
Clarksville system and to gauge 
an understanding about the 
national population benchmarks 
for discussed facilities like dog 
parks and community centers. 
The NRPA data also indicates 
the percentage of respondents 
nationally that operate a
specific facility.

The data indicates that Clarksville operates several facilities at a lower than national
average threshold. The median population for an 18-hole golf course and aquatic center is 
higher than the Clarksville population. It also exceeds in providing baseball/softball
diamonds, tennis/pickleball courts, and playgrounds. The department does not meet the
benchmark community standard for facilities for youth soccer fields.

In relation to Community and Recreational Centers, it would appear that the
Clarksville population is slightly under the median in terms of population. Of all
respondents, sixty-three (63) and fifty-nine (59) percent of all respondents operate 
such facilities. Dog Parks are operated by sixty-eight (68) percent of all departments 
responding and the median population is 28,000 for a dog park operation.

PARKS FINANCIAL PROCESS: Per Indiana statute, the Clarksville Parks Board must
create a budget on an annual basis. The process begins with the Parks and
Recreation staff submitting a draft budget for review and approval by the Parks
Board. Upon reviewing the proposed budget, the Parks Board sends a preliminary
budget to the Town Council for review. The Town Council can amend or alter the
preliminary budget after its review. Upon its adoption, the Town will set a tax rate
for the Parks and its proposed budget. The Town Council reviews, amends, and
adopts the budget. The budget adoption process occurs in August, when the Town
Council publicizes the proposed tax rates. The budget and the proposed tax rate are
submitted to the State Board of Tax Commissioners. The Board reviews the budget
and sends it to the community for a final approval.

SELECTED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES POPULATION 

 
TABLE 7: SELECTED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES MEDIAN NUMBER OF RESIDENTS PER 
FACILITY  

Percent All 20,000-49,000 NPRA Median Clarksville Actual

Playgrounds 95 3,759 3,028 7.0 12

Tennis Courts 76 5,860 5,815 3.8 4

Dog Parks 68 43,532 28,000             0.8 0

Recreational Center 63 31,215 24,380             0.9 0

Diamonds Adults 63 15,345 11,802             1.8 2

Community Center 59 29,494 26,696             0.8 1

Diamonds Youth 55 11,384 9,060 2.4 7

Community Gardens 52 31,395 26,741             0.8 0

Soccer Fields Youth 50 7,228 4,947 4.4 0

Pickleball Courts 31 13,922 9,257 2.3 8

18 Hole Golf Course 29 94,109 32,990             0.7 1

Aquatic Centers 28 53,950 31,645             0.7 1

Median Number of Residents per Facility
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The following table outlines the past five years of revenues and expenditures for the
department. The average five-year revenue for the department for all revenues
including taxes, fees, and miscellaneous is 2.45 million. The five-year average for 
expenditures was 2.57 million. The additional expenditures appear to be handled by 
the department’s cash reserves. Starting in 2023, the department had a cash reserve of
approximately $500,000.

TABLE 8 – CLARKSVILLE FIVE YEAR EXPENDITURES VS REVENUES

The NRPA has several expense related benchmark metrics to review the operations and
services associated with parks and recreational departments. This metric shows that the
median for all reporting entities had operating expenses per capita of $94.77. Clarksville’s
per capital operating expenses were higher than the median for this group at $115.91.

The population category (20,000 to 49,999) operated at a median per capita expense of
$103.95. Another benchmark metric was looking at operating expenses at a per-acre cost.
In these metrics, the median for all department was $7,388 per-acre. The population
group (20,000 to 49,999) had a per-acre operating expense of $7,495 and Clarksville
operated on a lower rate of $5,953.64.

PARK STAFFING: The NRPA metric also reviews programming and full-time
employees as a community benchmark. From the data, the median number of full-
time employees for all departments is 51.5. For the 20,000 to 49,999-population
cohort, the department’s median was 32.3 full time employees and Clarksville
operates its department with 17. This indicates that Clarksville operates under the
median for departments in its cohort. It actually operates in the lower quartile of
similar size departments. The lower quartile has exactly 17 full-time employees.

TABLE 9 – FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES PER POPULATION

Fiscal Year Five Year Expenditures Five Year Revenues

2017 2,480,070.00$   2,097,141.00$   

2018 2,407,689.00$   2,517,619.00$   

2019 2,616,478.00$   3,310,044.00$   

2020 2,735,858.00$   2,483,440.00$   

2021 2,619,778.00$   1,849,920.00$   

2022 2,571,974.60$   2,451,632.80$   
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PARKS PROGRAMMING: The Parks Department operates an extensive variety of
programs year-round, including swimming, golfing, games, leagues, nature series,
field trips, and special events for all age groups. The Parks and Recreation website
informs the public about regular programming, special events, links to other useful
websites, and provides information about the individual parks and their
corresponding facilities, including rental information.

The CPRD also maintains social media accounts for the Parks Department,
Clarksville Cove, and Wooded View Golf Course on Facebook and Twitter. These
accounts are used in conjunction with the website to inform the public of things
such as events, classes, park facilities, and news.

The Parks Department sponsors the following events throughout the year. A full list
of programs and trips offered for the 2023 program year are included in the
Appendix.

• Easter Egg Hunt
• Movies in the Park
• Community Yard Sale
• Weekly Senior Games
• Touch a Truck
• Fall Harvest Hayride
• Breakfast with Santa

The Parks Department has cooperated with the Clarksville Optimist Club for over 30
years in providing its Saturday Morning Program (SMP). This program was begun as
a way to provide free events to help keep children ages 5-12 keep active during the
winter months.
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PARK BOARD—PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT—MASTER PLAN GOALS: The setting
of goals and priorities are the most important process in any community-planning
endeavor. Through the establishment of goals and priorities, a community is setting its
course for action in the next five-year timeframe. While the planning process is an on-
going process, the planning goals help to establish a long-range vision for the community in
its relationship to parks and recreation. The development of these goals and the creation
of a financially feasible implementation action step are critical to the success of this
process.

The Town of Clarksville Master Parks and Recreation Plan is divided into two parts: a set of
recommended action items to be undertaken within a five-year period labeled immediate,
and intermediate. The second part is a long-range period that exceeds the five-year period
for this document. These long-range activities are larger in scope and cost. Specific actions
taken in the five-year timeframe are necessary for these long-range projects to be
completed in a timely manner.

PLANNING COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: The Town of Clarksville Parks and
Recreation Department has a professional staff interested in the betterment of the
department and its facilities. The Department does an excellent job of maintenance and
general operations of the programming and park facilities. The staff is also driven to
provide the best possible service to the residents of the Town of Clarksville.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Below are the recommended action items for the Parks to pursue
within the next five-year period. These recommendations are divided into three
timeframes. In addition to the system wide recommendations, each of the parks have
individual recommendations assigned to it as well. These can be found on the individual
park information sheet. Out of the public outreach and input meetings, it became apparent
that a continued theme and brand was attached to the Clarksville Parks and Recreation. It
can be defined in the following phrase. Best Kept Secret.

IMMEDIATE RECOMMENDATIONS (0-2 YEAR PERIOD): The short-term
recommendations are those that are easily implemented and have a low-cost factor. 
These were determined to be ones that could be done quickly and have the most
return on investment for the department in relation to the findings of the public
participation component of the plan.

INTERMEDIATE RECOMMENDATIONS (0-4 YEAR PERIOD): These recommendations
are more time intensive and have a moderate cost factor associated with
implementation. These recommendations deal with the core preferences made by
the public in terms of facilities and programming.

LONG RANGE RECOMMENDATIONS (5 YEAR PERIOD): The final set of
recommendations is generally geared towards the major capital projects associated
with the park system in the next five years.

Immediate Recommendations 0-2 years 

Intermediate Recommendations  2-5 years 

Long Range Recommendations 5-10 years 

32Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 



SYSTEM WIDE RECOMMENDATIONS

BRANDING AND COMMUNICATIONS: Incorporating new signage for facilities throughout
the system will provide uniformity throughout the system. It was difficult in some areas to
distinguish the park from other entities such as the State parks and the Ohio River
Greenway. The inclusion of landscaping plans for signage and neighborhood parks to
increase tree canopies is seen as an added benefit to the urban nature of the community.
COST: $5,000.00 -$10,000.00 per Park facility for signage and landscaping

PROGRAM MARKETING: Survey results identified a lack of information about
programming opportunities. While the programming was viewed as highly favorable, the
lack of knowledge about these opportunities by a significant cohort in the surveys
indicated both an opportunity for growth and a weakness of the current marketing efforts.
Additionally, it appears that special attention towards the Hispanic community, senior
citizens, single person households and identifying methods of communication and
outreach should be considered a priority for these population cohorts.
COST: $10,000.00-$20,000.00 for Marketing Plan

COORDINATION WITH MULTI-AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS EXISTING PLANS: In both
the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and the 3C Central Redevelopment Plan, parks amenities 
are described. Additional walking and biking trails are identified in the recent Major
Thoroughfare Study. Coordination amongst these different plans and agencies is a vital
component for the department. Having these plans identified and part of the long-range
component of this plan will be beneficial for the department to be an active partner in
these developments and in understanding the operational components.
Cost: $0.00

WALKING AND HIKING: The trail system currently is being used by not only residents
but out of town residents. This can be identified through the data in the recently
approved Major Thoroughfare Study. Developing a plan for extending trail
connections into areas to the north central part of the community and population
centers will enhance the overall community trail system. It will provide a needed
facility for the underserved area.
Cost: $25,000.00-$75,000.00 – North Clarksville Trail Planning Study

WATER FOUNDATIONS AND RESTROOMS: This item rated as one of the main
amenities that the public would like to see in the parks through the online survey.
Several neighborhood parks could be identified in a rotating basis for development
of these amenities on-site. It would appear that each of the neighborhood parks
identified in the plan are adjacent to sewer and water utilities needed for this
endeavor. Recommendation would be adding restroom and water fountain facilities
at Beechwood and restroom at Ray Lawrence. It would be recommended to add
water fountains at Cedar, Gaskell and Moore.
Cost: $50,000.00 per restroom facility
Cost: $5,000.00 per fountain facility

FIELD DEVELOPMENT: The lack of playing fields for the public is an intermediate
recommendation. The inclusion of field standards, either football or soccer, at
designated neighborhood parks should be analyzed. It would appear that adding
football goalposts and/or soccer goals would address a short fall in this area as it is
measured by the NRPA metric.
Cost: Football goalposts $2,500.00-$4,000.00
Cost: Soccer goals $500.00- $2,500.00

Immediate Recommendations  0-2 Years
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SYSTEM WIDE RECOMMENDATIONS

ACCESSIBILITY FURNISHINGS AND PLAYGROUNDS: The development of accessible
furnishing and playgrounds scored high in the on-line survey. This interest in these
amenities and furnishing with the review of accessibility of each park should be deemed an
immediate goal and priority. In addition, a review of the current parks shows a need to
create accessible paths to amenities within parks such as shelter houses, courts and play
areas.
Cost: Accessible Furnishing and Playground Site Review: $5,000.00-$15,000.00

SMALL PARKS PLAN: Developing a separate small parks plan for specific site improvements
for the communities’ small parks will provide an immediate benefit to local residents.
Investigating and planning each of the following small parks through intentional outreach
to neighborhoods. The small parks would include Beechwood, Cedar, Gaskell, Moore, and
Moser.
Cost: Planning Study: $20,000.00

NORTH CLARKSVILLE TRAIL AND LAPPING PARK TRAILS: These trail extensions were
identified in the Town’s Major Thoroughfare Study. The lack of any parks and recreational
presence in the North section of Clarksville is well known by staff and board. The
opportunity to work with the Town on the creation of a trail system to connect this part of
the town’s population should be considered one of the board’s long-range priorities.
Cost: Trail Development and Construction: $3,000,000.00-$5,000,000.00

RENOVATION OF COLGATE PARK: With increased population growth expected for this area
and its proximity to the former Colgate Plant site, the opportunity to invest in this park
would be a prudent step in the next five years.

A detailed site plan should be developed to incorporate the current aquatic center
and trail system. The current state of its tennis courts and lack of accessibility will
need to be addressed in such a site plan. The possible placement of a dog run
and/or community center should be reviewed at this location. Other amenities that
should be reviewed would be the creation of a public space for programming events
such as the lawn at Gateway Park. A small amphitheater for small concerts or events
such as artisan and farmers markets could be a good fit for the growing area.
Cost: Site Plan: $25,000.00-$50,000.00
Cost: Detailed Engineering and Architectural Plans: $150,000.00
Cost: Construction: $6,000,000.00-$10,000,000.00

DOG PARK/DOG RUNS: A site selection study should take place to determine a
prime location for amenities such as a dog park or possible series of Dog Runs. It
would appear that this is a facility that the public is interested in having as part of its
recreational inventory. There may be opportunities to review existing Town owned
sites and buildings to determine if a dog park could be incorporated as part of an
overall large community facility. A possible idea would be to coordinate efforts with
the Town’s Redevelopment Commission to identify locations in the Lewis and Clark
Corridor that could be re-adapted into a year around dog park and community
facility.
Cost: Site Study: $15,000.00-$25,000.00

ASHLAND PARK: The completion of the recent Land Water Conservation Grant
project would be an intermediate project for the department. The inclusion of
accessible furnishings along the park walkway and installation of swings similar to
those along the Louisville and Cincinnati riverfronts would add to the park’s
character. A detailed assessment of possible use associated with the jetty would be
a benefit as well.
Cost: (need data)

Intermediate Recommendations 2-5 Years 

Long Range Recommendations 5-10 years 
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Description
Ashland Park is a twelve (12) acre park located on the banks of the Ohio River. It is directly
across from downtown Louisville, Kentucky. It is bordered by the Falls of the Ohio State
Park to the West and the City of Jeffersonville to the East. The Ohio River Floodway is
located directly to the North. The park is a linear park with a playground, shelter house,
and restroom facilities. The park will undergo renovations if a Land and Water
Conservation Grant through the National Parks Service and Indiana Department of Natural
Resources is awarded.

These upgrades include purchasing the full property to allow for dissolution of the lease
that has been in place and large-scale upgrades in the play area. The play area will nearly
double in size and receive new brightly colored, eye-popping equipment and amenities.
These items include swings, climbers, and the crown jewel, which will be a large accessible
play structure that visitors will enjoy for years to come. Along with these upgrades comes
the installation of accessible artificial turf surfacing to allow for accessibility and lower
maintenance costs year after year.

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around shelter house and walking path.
• Connect to path and sidewalks.

• Complete the Land and Water Conservation Grant project.
• Install new sets of swings, accessible benches, and accessible picnic tables.
• Develop a plan for usage of the jetty walkway.

Ashland Park 
468 East Riverside Drive  38 16’13”N 85 45’18” W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Located in Central Clarksville, Beechwood Park is accessible from the surrounding
Beechwood neighborhood and has accessibility from Discovery Trail. It is a small two (2)
acre neighborhood park, which houses a basketball court, playground, and open space.
The park also includes a shelter house and swing sets.

• Install new signage tied to the community’s marketing and brand standards.
• Install a walking path from neighborhood to park amenities.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around the entrance from neighborhood and  signage.

• A circular walking track would provide an additional amenity for the public.
• Install accessible playground and additional playground structures clustered near the

existing shelter house and playground.
• Placement of soccer standards.
• Program monthly activities during the Spring and Summer months for the neighborhood

residents such as a Saturday in the Park event or a Walking Club program.

Beechwood Park 
1201 Beechwood Drive    38 30’48”N    85’76”92W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
A small pocket park, Cedar Park is located in Central Clarksville adjacent to the Veterans
Parkway Commercial District. The park serves the Lincoln Park neighborhood.
The park has two swing sets, a playground, and a basketball court.

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined in the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around park.
• Connect to sidewalks.

• Investigate a possible park expansion of the vacant lot to the west to increase park size.
• Resurface basketball court.

Cedar Park 
1627 Broadway 38 19’29” N 85 45’37”W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Colgate Park is a twenty (20) acre park located in the heart of south Clarksville. The park
houses the Clarksville Cove Aquatic Center, which is the community’s recreational pool and
splash pad. The aquatic center features a slide and splash pad facilities, a full-service café
and a private party area for events. The park is connected to the Heritage trail. It also has
lighted tennis courts, a basketball court, shelter house, playground, and swing sets.

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around tennis courts and entrances.
• Connect to path, parking lot, and sidewalks.

• A new park specific plan is needed for Colgate Park. The park is under-utilized for its 
size and facilities. The redevelopment of the South Clarksville area is a catalyst 
for improvements to this park. The site could house one or both of the main 
new amenities mentioned in the public outreach meetings. A community center 
building and a small dog park would both have adequate space in the park. 

Colgate Park and Clarksville Cove Aquatic Center
800  South Clark 38 16”46’ N 85 45”31’W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
This 29-acre natural site was purchased by the Town for public use. The use of Francisco 
Park is limited through deed restrictions, which provide protection from any use of the 
property that does not relate to the retention and protection of the natural area. 

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.

• Development of a possible trail system through the nature preserve and the development
of a trailhead would enhance usage of the facility.

Francisco Nature Preserve 
Idlewood Court  38 31’85”N   85 77’92” W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Gaskell Park is bisected by Briarwood Drive. Gaskell Park is a small neighborhood park in
Central Clarksville. It serves the Blackiston Heights neighborhood. It is near the
intersection of Altawood and Briarwood. It houses picnic tables, a basketball court,
playground equipment, swing sets and open space.

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around entrance and signage.
• Connect to path and sidewalks.
• Safety crossing and signage for drivers should be implemented.

• Gaskell Park should be part of a defined neighborhood park plan along with Moore,
Cedar and Beechwood.

• Resurface basketball court.

Gaskell Park
1606 Briarwood 38 18’50” N  85 46’32”W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Gateway Park is located at 500 Little League Blvd. The park is a twenty-one and a half
(21.5) acre facility. It is accessible from Eastern Boulevard. The park has multiple
functions. A three and a half (3.5) acre general recreational park facility houses an
adventure playground, interactive playground equipment, shelter house, covered stage and
event lawn. Eighteen (18) acres of the complex houses the Clarksville Little League facility.
It includes seven (7) fields including a state of the art “challenger” field, which provides an
accessible facility for individuals with physical and mental challenges.

• Facility is relatively new.
• The electric box in Little League facility appeared to be vandalized and needs repair.
• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.

• Accessible playground and furnishings near challenger field would be beneficial to
participants

Gateway Park
500 Little League Blvd 38 18’6”’ N  85 45’ 34” W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Lapping Park is the largest park in the Town’s Park system. Lapping Park is a three hundred
thirty-two (332) acre facility that houses multiple recreational facilities for the community.
Eighteen (18) hole Wooded View Golf Course is the centerpiece of the park. There is also
a driving range. It also houses an adult softball facility with two (2) fields. An eighteen (18)
hole disc golf course, basketball court, sand volleyball court, playground equipment, two
(2) shelter houses, an amphitheater and lodge are located on the grounds. Walking trails
transect the wooded property.

• New signage tied to community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Pathway connecting park to local neighborhoods and existing trail facilities.

• Develop concept for a possible 9-hole beginner disc golf course.

Lapping Park 
Wooded View Golf Course

2404 Greentree Lane 38 20’7”N 85 46’7” W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Park is located across from the George Rogers Clark State Park
along the Ohio River. The park pays tribute to the Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
Discovery Expedition. Clarksville is known as the starting point of the expedition. This park
provides interpretative panels of the expedition’s journey and discovery. The park has an
art sculpture representing the keel boats used during the expedition. It has a fire pit and
picnic tables. It also has a series of educational placards denoting the history of the Lewis
and Clark expedition. The park is sandwiched between the Falls of the Ohio State Park, the
Lewis and Clark Trail, Ohio River Greenway Trail and the new Origin Park being developed
by the River Heritage Conservancy. An Eagle Scout project is underway to replace flagpoles
at the site.

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around walking path.
• Replace faded historic information in kiosk readers.
• Determine how to address the road closure which includes the park’s parking area.
• Coordination with Origin Park and the State regarding possible programming for the site

especially as it relates to the history of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

• Addition of benches and picnic tables could enhance this park as a trail head for usage
of the Town’s trail system, Ohio River Greenway trail and Origin park.

Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Park
1205 W. Harrison 38 17’16” N 85 46’39” W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Moore Park is a small pocket park located on the Heritage Trail.  The park consists of a 
small playground and picnic table.  It is the smallest park in the system.  

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around signage and path.
• Connect to Heritage Trail.

• The addition of benches and picnic tables could enhance this park as a trailhead for usage
of the Town’s trail system.

Moore Park
409 North Clark 38 17’29” N 85 46’1”W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 

44Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 



Description
Moser Park is a small pocket park located on the Clarksville Community School property.
The Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department maintains the grounds. The school system
obtained the property through a Land and Water Conservation Grant.

• N/A

• N/A

Moser Park
101 East Ettels Lane 38 17’29” N 85 46’1”W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Ray Lawrence Park is located on Irving Drive in central Clarksville. A nine (9) acre facility
houses pickleball courts, playground, shelter house, and basketball court. There is a large
open space section of the park to the east and north boundaries. It is a trailhead to the
Discovery Trail.

• Install new signage tied to the community marketing and brand standards.
• Address accessibility items defined on the self-assessment of park.
• Landscape around entrance and signage.
• Connect to path and sidewalks.
• Restroom and water fountains.

• Development of soccer field to meet field sport standards.
• Possible development of additional pickleball courts should be reviewed.
• Accessible playground, benches, and picnic tables.

Ray Lawrence Park
1100 Irving 38 18’ 34”N 85 45’33”W

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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Description
Clarksville has four current trail systems:
LEVEE: The Levee Trail, a portion of the Ohio River Greenway, is a 2.4-mile multi-use path
partially running along the top of the floodwall. It begins at Ashland Park along Riverside
Drive, connects to the Falls of the Ohio State Park and Interpretive Center, and the George
Rogers Clark Cabin site.
DISCOVERY: The Discovery Trail is a 1.9-mile asphalt, multi-use trail along a former CSX rail 
corridor southwest from Applegate Lane to Silver Creek, where the trail merges with the
Ohio River Greenway. The Discovery Trail connects to the Levee Trail, Heritage Trail, and
Lewis and Clark Trail, as well as several nearby schools, neighborhoods, and commercial
corridors. It was built with Next Level Trail grant funding through the State of Indiana.
LEWIS AND CLARK: The Lewis & Clark Trail is a 1.33-mile portion of the Ohio River
Greenway that begins at a connection to the Levee Trail at the corner of Old Harrison Road
and Bailey Avenue. It connects into New Albany providing regional access via the Ohio
River Greenway.
HERITAGE: The 2.7-mile Heritage Trail links the residential heart of Clarksville with its
growing trail system and two local parks. It creates a loop with the Levee Trail, and also
connects with the Discovery Trail.

• The Trails appear to be well maintained and in good shape.

• Maintain trail surface with an on-going maintenance plan.

Clarksville Trail System 

Immediate Recommendations 

Intermediate Recommendations 
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48

Ashland Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Accessibility Playground, 
Furnishings, and Swings

$650,000.00 Park Operating/LWCF

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Complete Final Greenway 
Segment

TBD Town Cumulative Fund

2025 Remodel Restrooms and 
Shelter House

$250,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

2025 Outdoor Fitness $100,000.00 Private/Public Partnership

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Beechwood Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2027 Accessible Connections to 
Neighborhood and Trail

$30,000.00 Park Operating

2027 Add Accessible 
Furnishings and Benches, 
Concrete Floor to Shelter 

House

$35,000.00 Park Operating

2027 Add Water Fountains and 
Restrooms

$55,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Cedar Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2027 Rehab Park:
Picnic Area, Basketball 

Court, Playground, Swings, 
Water Fountain, Updated 

Signage, Accessible 
Furnishings

$300,000.00 Redevelopment

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Colgate Park/ Clarksville Cove Aquatic Center

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Replace Deck Grates $20,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Park Site Plan $175,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Redevelop
Tennis Courts to Include 

Pickleball

$220,000.00 Redevelopment

2025 Sidewalk to Playground
and Shelter

$8,000.00 Operating

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Colgate Park/ Clarksville Cove Aquatic Center

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2025 New Water Feature $1,500,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund 

2026 Upgrade to LED Lighting $200,000.00 Park Operating

2028 Replace Shelter House 
and add Restrooms

$400,000.00 Bond

2029 Community Center and 
Dog Run

$6,000,000.00 to 
$10,000,000.00

Bond

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Francisco Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2027 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2027 Add Trailhead with Parking $75,000.00 Park Operating

2027 Develop Trail System $10,000.00 Park Operating

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Gaskell Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2025 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2025 Add Water Fountains;
Resurface Court

$35,000.00 Park Operating

2027 Sidewalk and Safety 
Improvements

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2028 Expand Park $80,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2025 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2025 Resurface Splash Pad $30,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Expand Park for possible
Dog Park

TBD TBD

2028 Storage for Maintenance $100,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

2029 Swing Set $4,000.00 Park Operating

Future Replace Playground $70,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Future Indoor Practice Facility $250,000.00 Public/Private Partnership

Future Artificial Turf Infields $1,000,000.00 Public/Private Partnership

Future Resurface Challenger Fields $30,000.00 Park Operating

Gateway Park/ Little League

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage $9,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Repave Trail $300,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Expression Swings $3,500.00 Park Operating

2024 Repair Lodge Windows $4,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Fencing along Potter’s Lane $12,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

2025 Pave Gravel Trail Adjacent 
to Roadway

$250,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

2026 Air Condition Lodge $30,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Enclose Patio at Pro Shop 
Clubhouse

$30,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Permanent Fire Pit $6,000.00 Park Operating

Future Road and Parking Lot 
Repaving

$400,000.00 MVH

Future Cart Path Repaving $600,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Future Lighting along Road $70,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Future Community Picnic Area $400,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Lapping Park/Wooded View Golf Course 
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Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage $6,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Repave Parking Lot $90,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

2024 Replace Bathroom Fixtures $25,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Replace Fencing $160,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

2025 Additional Parking Lot $150,000.00 Redevelopment

2026 Additional Storage $80,000.00 Redevelopment

Lapping Park/Softball Complex

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

2028

2024

Update to LED Lighting $300,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund
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Lewis and Clark Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Moore Park 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Accessible Furnishings $15,000.00 Park Operating

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Moser Park

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Accessibility Furnishings $15,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Field Development $25,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Restroom Facilities $50,000.00 Parks Operating

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Ray Lawrence Park

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2024 Update Signage and 
Landscaping

$10,000.00 Park Operating

2024 Accessibility Furnishings $15,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Field Development $25,000.00 Park Operating

2026 Restroom Facilities $50,000.00 Parks Operating

2026 Repave Parking Lot $75,000.00 Park Operating

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Heritage Trail 

Budget Year Project Projected Cost Funding Source

2028 Repave Trail $125,000.00 Town Cumulative Fund

Clarksville Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Clarksville Full Park System Map
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Clarksville Park System Central
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Clarksville Park System South
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Clarksville Trail System 
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CLARKSVILLE, Ind. — 

Staff at Wooded View Golf Course in Clarksville, Indiana, say when golfers book a tee time at their facility, 
they're coming for more than a game. It's an experience. 

“It brings a lot of people together. It brings people from the ages of 9 or 10 years old to guys in their 70's 
and 80's that are retired,” Joey Steinert, Wooded View Golf Course, said. Clarksville Parks Board member 
Paul Gibson says the town has plans to further connect and improve the livelihood of the community. 

“We're wanting to provide more soccer fields, more things for the children,” Gibson said. 

The Parks and Recreation Department has created the first draft of its new 5-Year Master Plan. Some 
proposed projects include merging trails from different ends of the town, more programming for all age 
groups, a dog park, and the development of a new community center. 

“There would be activities for the children and for the young adults as well as the seniors,” Gibson said. 

They're also looking at the possibility of redesigning the Wooded View Golf Course and adding an 
additional nine holes. 

Before a final version of the plan is created, Gibson says it's important to receive more input from local 
families. 

“We keep our ears open to what people are saying, whether there's a negative or positive. We like to hear 
both,” Gibson said. 

The master plan is also required in order for the department to obtain grants and/or funding from the State 
of Indiana. 

The Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department is asking Clarksville residents to review the plan and 
submit any comments or suggestions for the plan. Resident input will be used to develop a final version of 
the master plan. The department will also host a public meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, at 
Clarksville’s Town Hall, to provide an opportunity for public input. 



From: James Hamilton
To: BJ Nelson-Lynton
Subject: Master Plan Comments 2024-2029
Date: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 11:29:15 AM

Name:
James Hamilton

Email:
chophamilton@gmail.com

Please rate our Master Plan:
3 - Neutral

Ideas for Enhancement?:
Good morning, I believe that a " Giant Ferris Wheel " on our side of the river would be a great attraction to the area and produce revenue from Louisville, who will walk across 4th street bridge , ride Ferris wheel with kids/family to look at
Kentucky , eat lunch and then walk back .
Placement is key , I think maybe down by Widow Walk ice cream parlor??
I also believe it should not be "to close "to the Pedestrian bridge, for confrontational reasons 
( because some people can not behave)
but also to create a walk way for people to enjoy the stroll along the river to the Attraction and shop or eat along the way. 

Thankyou for you time and by the way Paris has a nice wheel !!

Time: March 5, 2024 at 11:28 am
IP Address: 74.130.140.60
Source URL: https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://clarksvilleparks.com/masterplan2024-
2029/___.YXAzOmluZmluaXRlc29sdXRpb25zbGxjLXRvd25vZmNsYXJrc3ZpbGxlOmE6bzo5NDZhNmRiZjYzMWRmMDZjYzdkYTMzODQxNDFhYjEzZjo2OmQzOGE6ZTM0MDgwMTE0YzcwMzQzZjY2MzVmNzQ3NWVlNzY3MDE1NWRkNzJkNzhmY2MzMWYzMTMwYmU1NDhjYjE1MDhmMzp0OlQ

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.

mailto:chophamilton@gmail.com
mailto:bnelson@clarksvilleparks.com


From: Leesa Eason
To: BJ Nelson-Lynton
Subject: Master Plan Comments 2024-2029
Date: Friday, March 1, 2024 4:36:16 PM

Name:
Leesa Eason

Email:
leesa.eason@yahoo.com

Please rate our Master Plan:
3 - Neutral

Ideas for Enhancement?:
We need many trees planted. Most all have been cut down and not replanted. It says you have planted trees in Colgate Park. I have seen about 3 planted. One was broken off and the other are so tiny. It is shameful that we can't
plant a few mature trees. It is a loss for the wildlife and shameful we can't plant a tree bigger then 2 inch diameter. Obviously I will not be alive to see any growth. Remember the best time to plant a tree is Yesterday !

Time: March 1, 2024 at 4:35 pm
IP Address: 24.33.71.155
Source URL: https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://clarksvilleparks.com/masterplan2024-
2029/___.YXAzOmluZmluaXRlc29sdXRpb25zbGxjLXRvd25vZmNsYXJrc3ZpbGxlOmE6bzo5ODFjOTFkMzYzOTBkYjljMzZlNTNiZDE4MjUwMzBmZTo2OjI5MmE6MTY2ZTM4MTkwZDZkYWE0MDdlOWJhNmE0Y2JkMjkxZjIwOWFhYzdlZjNiNjBlNTI1M2UzYzIxZDBiYTNhM2YyZDp0OlQ

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.

mailto:leesa.eason@yahoo.com
mailto:bnelson@clarksvilleparks.com


From: Susan wheeler
To: BJ Nelson-Lynton
Subject: Master Plan Comments 2024-2029
Date: Friday, March 1, 2024 3:50:40 PM

Name:
Susan wheeler

Email:
suswheeler@yahoo.com

Please rate our Master Plan:
5 - Very Satisfied

Ideas for Enhancement?:
The playground in corydon is amazing! It would be great to have something like that for Clarksville parks.

Time: March 1, 2024 at 3:50 pm
IP Address: 108.90.254.128
Source URL: https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://clarksvilleparks.com/masterplan2024-
2029/___.YXAzOmluZmluaXRlc29sdXRpb25zbGxjLXRvd25vZmNsYXJrc3ZpbGxlOmE6bzo4YmVjNDhmMmQyZWYzNGU5Yzg0ZGU4M2ZmOTA5ZTc3YTo2OmY0YmI6ZjZhMzk1OWEzNWRjMmU1YTZkM2M0ZjBhZDg2NDU4YzZlN2Q0ODA5ODMxNzhkMzI4ZTM3MTJkZTViZTI0YmY5Zjp0OlQ

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.

mailto:suswheeler@yahoo.com
mailto:bnelson@clarksvilleparks.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix Five 
 
 

Section 504 Compliance 
 

Board Resolution Adopting 5-Year Master Plan 
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